
 

 

Course: English Language Arts Instructor: Michaela Easterling South Carolina Uniform 
Grading Scale 

A= 90-100  
B= 80-89 

C= 70-79  
D= 60-79  
F= Below 60 

Email: measterl@lexrich5.org Telephone number: 575-5700 

Website:  
www.lexrich5.org/webpages/measterl 

 

Time available for extra tutoring: 
*Per student request 
 

Time available for conferencing or phone 
calls: as needed on Monday, Wednesdays, 

or Thursdays afterschool  
 

English Language Arts Description:  This course is designed to strengthen and refine the foundation of literacy skills 
designated in the South Carolina State Standards for English Language Arts. Students will develop reading skills in 
literary texts from a variety of cultures, a variety of informational texts, and non-print texts. Students will learn 
strategies for making predictions, inferring, and drawing conclusions in various genres. Students will engage in the 
writing process to create a variety of products for different audiences and purposes. Through inquiry, students will 
explore a variety of texts and will learn to support their thinking, writing, and speaking with evidence from those texts. 
Language instruction will focus on the correct use of Standard American English including a study of conventions of 
grammar and usage in writing. Students will apply vocabulary skills to include word analysis such as words in context and 
Greek and Latin stems. Students will be expected to reinforce and enrich classroom instruction with homework to 
extend the learning. 
Textbook:  Fifth grade will use a variety of resources including Literacy by Design as well as other district approved 
curriculum and authentic literature. These resources will provide a foundation for learning and will include picture 
books, novels, print, and digital media.   
Instructional Goals: Fifth grade students will develop an understanding of the various genres of literature in multiple 
formats, word study (including spelling, vocabulary, and grammar), the writing process, reading and comprehension 
strategies, research, and use of text supported evidence. Using a variety of texts, students will practice reading 
independently and learn to comprehend those texts for various purposes of reading.   
Scope and Sequence: 
1st Quarter: fiction- elements of a story, intro to research reading and writing, narrative writing, letter writing, spelling 
(high frequency words), vocabulary, and grammar.  
2nd quarter: continue fiction, non-fiction, biography research, writing- informative, spelling (high frequency words), 
vocabulary, and grammar.  
3rd quarter:  non-fiction, historical fiction, poetry (reading and writing), argumentative/ persuasive writing, spelling (high 
frequency words), vocabulary, and grammar.  
4th quarter:  fiction novel study, nonfiction, review of writing process, text dependent analysis writing, spelling, 
vocabulary, and grammar.  
Assessments/Grading:   Major Assignments (Tests/Projects/Essays) = 45%   Quizzes = 35% 

Classwork and Homework = 20% 

*Please know that some assignments that are not quizzes may fall into the “Quizzes” category.  These assignments 
require a more significant amount of work and content understanding than classwork assignments but not to the level 
of a major assignment.  In these instances, the teacher will announce in advance that the assignment is weighted as a 
quiz and not a classwork assignment. 
 
Process for Posting Grades 
•     5 school days for minor assignments 
•     10 school days for major or extended assignments 
* Please note: Principals reserve the right to extend the number of days within the Process for Posting Grades due to 
circumstances that may arise.  Parents will be notified in a timely manner of any changes that may occur.  

 

Chapin Intermediate School 

http://www.lexrich5.org/ChapinIS.cfm 
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